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| am free in Christ! . . .

\\l I can do whatever | want! . . .
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| don’t need the church! . . .
| can worship God like | want! . . .
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b MEFREE AN\
LIVING IN FREEDOM

| don’t need anyone telling me
what to do or not do! . . .

Is this that the true meaning of
FREEDOM In Christ?




Acts 15:1 -35 —
“The Jerusalem Council”

LET'S REVIEW.:
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Acts 15:1, "Some men came
down from Judea to Antioch .\
and were teaching the
brothers: ‘Unless you are

circumcised, according to
the custom taught by Moses,
you cannot be saved.’ (NIV)
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Acts 15:5 -6, “Then some of the
believers who belonged to the
party of the Pharisees stood up
and said, ‘The Gentiles must be
circumcised and required to

obey the law of Moses.” The
apostles and elders met to

consider this question _." (NIV)




Acts 15:7 -11 — Peter’s

encounter with Cornelius
10 years eatrlier.
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Peter’s bold assertion: “Now
are you going to correct God
by burdening the Gentiles
with a yoke that neither we

nor our fathers were able to
bear?” (Acts 15:10 -TLB)




W 1. If God did this are you
\ saying He is doing wrong _?

\ thing you are asking the
\\\ Gentile believers to do__.




Acts 15:12 — Barnabas and \
Paul told all the
wonderful ways God was

working through the
Gentile believers.




Acts 15:13 -18 — James,
told that in the Old
Testament God had
promised the Gentiles

\ would be recelved by Him
\ through faith.
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Acts 15:19, “It is my

judgment, therefore, that
we should not make It

difficult for the Gentiles
who are turning to God."™

(NIV)




Acts 15:20, “We should write to
them, telling them to abstain

from food polluted by idols
from sexual immorality, from

the meat of strangled animals
and from blood.” (NIV)




Common Gentile sins:

ldol worship practices and
Immorality

Fellowship problems:
Strangled animals and blood




Acts 15:21, “For Moses has
been preached in every city
from the earliest times and

IS read In the synagogues
on every Sabbath.” (NIV)
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Why abstain from these things?

“Moses has been preached”
Torah the five books
The Law
Pentateuch

The Greek verse Is called the
Septuagint




Acts 15:22, “Then the apostles and
elders, with the whole church,
decided to choose some of their own
men and send them to Antioch with
Paul and Barnabas. They chose

Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas,
two men who were leaders among
the brothers.” (NIV)
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Church’s Leadership Structure

Apostles — Word of God
Elders — Pastor/Leadership
Whole Church — Membership




Acts 15:23, “With them they sent
the following letter:

The apostles and elders, your
brothers,

To the Gentile believers In
Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:
Greetings.” (NIV)




Acts 15:24, “We have heard
that some went out from us
without our authorization

and disturbed you,
troubling your minds by
what they said.” (NIV)




Acts 15:25 -27, “So we all agreed to
choose some men and send them

to you with our dear friends
Barnabas and Paul —men who

have risked their lives for the

name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore we are sending Judas
and Silas to confirm by word of
mouth what we are writing.” (NIV)




Acts 15:28 -29, “It seemed good to the
Holy Spirit and to us not to burden
you with anything beyond the

following requirements: You are to
abstain from food sacrificed to

idols, from blood, from the meat of
strangled animals and from sexual
iImmorality. You will do well to

avold these things. Farewell.” (NIV)




Margaret Thatcher, former British
Prime Minister (1925 -) once said, .\
“When Christians meet . . . their ~ \
purpose is not — or should not
be — to ascertain what Is the

mind of the majority, but what Is
the mind of the Holy Spirit —
something which may be quite
different.”




Acts 15:30 -31, “The men were
sent off and went down to
Antioch, where they gathered
the church together and

delivered the letter. The people
read it and were glad for its
encouraging message.” (NIV)
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Acts 15:32 -35, “Ju'das'and Silas, whd

themselves were prophets, said much
to encourage and strengthen the
brothers. After spending some time
there, they were sent off by the
brothers with the blessing of peace to

return to those who had sent them.
But Paul and Barnabas remained In
Antioch, where they and many others
taught and preached the word of the
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PRACTICAL THOUGHTS: |

A\
True Freedom in Christ ...
no change. ..

no accountabillity . . .
no responsibllity.







SELEISHNESS

PIRIDIE




Remans 5:20 -21,; e lawwas
acded se that the trespass migt
Inerease; Buiwhenre sin
Inereased; grace ncreased allftihe
MeKe;, SO that; JUst as sinfrelgnead

I deatn, S alsergrace mighnt
ielgnithretgh HehieouUSnESS 1o
prNel eteimalliie threough Jesus
Chrst euir Lerdl= (ININ)




Remans 6:d -4, \What shallwe
say, then? Shallwe ge on
SINRING SE) that grace may.
Nerease? By noe meansi\ie
died 10 sin; oW caniwelivern

Fany lenger? O denit yeu
kKiRew that allfeif usiwhe Were
paplized Inte; Chist Jesus were
paplized e His deatn?




VWe Were thererere burmed with
I thAreu gk vapHSMINGe
deatiinrerderthat; justas
Chrst Was; ralsed freomithe

dead tareugn the gleny/ or the
Eather, We oo may live a
pewiie. (ININ)




ifI'could just get a

woeuld veriiree!







EREEDONVIIS:

Being Changed Inter Chrst -like
attittide anaenavier:

BEING Accountable to our
Chrstian fiamily.




EREEDONVIIS:

Being Resgonsible fer these
euisIde eur Christian: family-

Inither ©CAR is where real
Chrstian reedemiis ieuna!







