
Acts Acts 2525
1 Three days after arriving in the 1 Three days after arriving in the 

province, Festus went up from province, Festus went up from 
Caesarea to Jerusalem, 2 where the Caesarea to Jerusalem, 2 where the 
chief priests and Jewish leaders chief priests and Jewish leaders 
appeared before him and presented the appeared before him and presented the 
charges against Paul. 3 They urgently charges against Paul. 3 They urgently 
requested Festus, as a favor to them, to requested Festus, as a favor to them, to 
have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for 
they were preparing an ambush to kill they were preparing an ambush to kill 
him along the way. him along the way. 



Acts Acts 2525
4 Festus answered, "Paul is being held at 4 Festus answered, "Paul is being held at 

Caesarea, and I myself am going there Caesarea, and I myself am going there 
soon. 5 Let some of your leaders come soon. 5 Let some of your leaders come 
with me and press charges against the with me and press charges against the 
man there, if he has done anything man there, if he has done anything 
wrong." 6 After spending eight or ten wrong." 6 After spending eight or ten 
days with them, he went down to days with them, he went down to 
Caesarea, and the next day he Caesarea, and the next day he 
convened the court and ordered that convened the court and ordered that 
Paul be brought before him.Paul be brought before him.



Acts Acts 2525
7 When Paul appeared, the Jews who 7 When Paul appeared, the Jews who 

had come down from Jerusalem had come down from Jerusalem 
stood around him, bringing many stood around him, bringing many 
serious charges against him, which serious charges against him, which 
they could not prove. 8 Then Paul they could not prove. 8 Then Paul 
made his defense: "I have done made his defense: "I have done 
nothing wrong against the law of nothing wrong against the law of 
the Jews or against the temple or the Jews or against the temple or 
against Caesar." against Caesar." 



Acts Acts 2525
9 Festus, wishing to do the Jews a 9 Festus, wishing to do the Jews a 

favor, said to Paul, "Are you willing favor, said to Paul, "Are you willing 
to go up to Jerusalem and stand to go up to Jerusalem and stand 
trial before me there on these trial before me there on these 
charges?" 10 Paul answered: "I am charges?" 10 Paul answered: "I am 
now standing before Caesar's court, now standing before Caesar's court, 
where I ought to be tried. I have not where I ought to be tried. I have not 
done any wrong to the Jews, as you done any wrong to the Jews, as you 
yourself know very well.yourself know very well.



Acts Acts 2525
11 If, however, I am guilty of doing 11 If, however, I am guilty of doing 

anything deserving death, I do not anything deserving death, I do not 
refuse to die. But if the charges brought refuse to die. But if the charges brought 
against me by these Jews are not true, against me by these Jews are not true, 
no one has the right to hand me over to no one has the right to hand me over to 
them. I appeal to Caesar!" 12 After them. I appeal to Caesar!" 12 After 
Festus had conferred with his council, Festus had conferred with his council, 
he declared: "You have appealed to he declared: "You have appealed to 
Caesar. To Caesar you will go!"Caesar. To Caesar you will go!"



Acts Acts 2525
13 A few days later King Agrippa and 13 A few days later King Agrippa and 

Bernice arrived at Caesarea to pay their Bernice arrived at Caesarea to pay their 
respects to Festus. 14 Since they were respects to Festus. 14 Since they were 
spending many days there, Festus spending many days there, Festus 
discussed Paul's case with the king. He discussed Paul's case with the king. He 
said: "There is a man here whom Felix said: "There is a man here whom Felix 
left as a prisoner. 15 When I went to left as a prisoner. 15 When I went to 
Jerusalem, the chief priests and elders Jerusalem, the chief priests and elders 
of the Jews brought charges against of the Jews brought charges against 
him and asked that he be condemned.him and asked that he be condemned.



Acts Acts 2525
16 "I told them that it is not the Roman 16 "I told them that it is not the Roman 

custom to hand over any man before custom to hand over any man before 
he has faced his accusers and has he has faced his accusers and has 
had an opportunity to defend himself had an opportunity to defend himself 
against their charges. 17 When they against their charges. 17 When they 
came here with me, I did not delay came here with me, I did not delay 
the case, but convened the court the the case, but convened the court the 
next day and ordered the man to be next day and ordered the man to be 
brought in. brought in. 



Acts Acts 2525
18 When his accusers got up to 18 When his accusers got up to 

speak, they did not charge him speak, they did not charge him 
with any of the crimes I had with any of the crimes I had 
expected. 19 Instead, they had expected. 19 Instead, they had 
some points of dispute with him some points of dispute with him 
about their own religion and about their own religion and 
about a dead man named Jesus about a dead man named Jesus 
who Paul claimed was alive.who Paul claimed was alive.



Acts Acts 2525
20 I was at a loss how to investigate 20 I was at a loss how to investigate 

such matters; so I asked if he would such matters; so I asked if he would 
be willing to go to Jerusalem and be willing to go to Jerusalem and 
stand trial there on these charges. stand trial there on these charges. 
21 When Paul made his appeal to be 21 When Paul made his appeal to be 
held over for the Emperor's held over for the Emperor's 
decision, I ordered him held until I decision, I ordered him held until I 
could send him to Caesar."could send him to Caesar."



Acts Acts 2525
22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, "I 22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, "I 

would like to hear this man myself."He would like to hear this man myself."He 
replied, "Tomorrow you will hear him." replied, "Tomorrow you will hear him." 
23 The next day Agrippa and Bernice 23 The next day Agrippa and Bernice 
came with great pomp and entered the came with great pomp and entered the 
audience room with the high ranking audience room with the high ranking 
officers and the leading men of the officers and the leading men of the 
city. At the command of Festus, Paul city. At the command of Festus, Paul 
was brought in.was brought in.



Acts Acts 2525
24 Festus said: "King Agrippa, and all24 Festus said: "King Agrippa, and all

who are present with us, you see this who are present with us, you see this 
man! The whole Jewish community has man! The whole Jewish community has 
petitioned me about him in Jerusalem petitioned me about him in Jerusalem 
and here in Caesarea, shouting that he and here in Caesarea, shouting that he 
ought not to live any longer. 25 I found ought not to live any longer. 25 I found 
he had done nothing deserving of he had done nothing deserving of 
death, but because he made his appeal death, but because he made his appeal 
to the Emperor I decided to send him to to the Emperor I decided to send him to 
Rome.Rome.



Acts Acts 2525
26 But I have nothing definite to write to 26 But I have nothing definite to write to 

His Majesty about him. Therefore I His Majesty about him. Therefore I 
have brought him before all of you, and have brought him before all of you, and 
especially before you, King Agrippa, so especially before you, King Agrippa, so 
that as a result of this investigation I that as a result of this investigation I 
may have something to write. 27 For I may have something to write. 27 For I 
think it is unreasonable to send on a think it is unreasonable to send on a 
prisoner without specifying the prisoner without specifying the 
charges against him." (NIV)charges against him." (NIV)







“‘“‘ Everyone who wants to live a godly Everyone who wants to live a godly 
life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. ’’
(2 Timothy 3:12). Of course, Paul has (2 Timothy 3:12). Of course, Paul has 
in mind the firstin mind the first --century Roman century Roman 
Empire. He did not envision modernEmpire. He did not envision modern
Western democracies which to Western democracies which to 
some extent have inherited a some extent have inherited a 
Christian worldview.  Even so, Christian worldview.  Even so, 
appearances can be appearances can be 
deceiving.deceiving.



That Christian heritage has been so That Christian heritage has been so 
attenuated, has been so thoroughly attenuated, has been so thoroughly 
diluted or compromised, that Christ diluted or compromised, that Christ 
now face all sorts of subtle pressures now face all sorts of subtle pressures 
in many sectors of business, sport, in many sectors of business, sport, 
industry, and public service.industry, and public service.



A police officerA police officer ’’s promotion is held up s promotion is held up 
because he will not allow himself to be because he will not allow himself to be 
corrupted; a Jewish family holds a corrupted; a Jewish family holds a 
funeral for their son who has become a funeral for their son who has become a 
Christian; parents stage a wailing scene Christian; parents stage a wailing scene 
when their son, a prized surgeon, when their son, a prized surgeon, 
decides to enter the ministry decides to enter the ministry 
instead; the media conspire to instead; the media conspire to 
present most Christians as present most Christians as 
either irrelevant or as wimps.either irrelevant or as wimps.



It is beginning to cost something to It is beginning to cost something to 
be a Christian; and perhaps the be a Christian; and perhaps the 
church will be purer for it.church will be purer for it. ””



““ Moreover, for Christians living in Moreover, for Christians living in 
most parts of the world, this would most parts of the world, this would 
not have to be explained at such not have to be explained at such 
length: it would be obvious.length: it would be obvious. ””



TertullianTertullian (160(160--220 AD), 220 AD), ““ The Lord The Lord 
challenges us to suffer persecution and challenges us to suffer persecution and 
to confess Him.  He wants those who to confess Him.  He wants those who 
belong to Him to be brave and fearless.  belong to Him to be brave and fearless.  
He Himself shows how weakness of the He Himself shows how weakness of the 
flesh is overcome by courage of the flesh is overcome by courage of the 
Spirit.  This is the testimony of the Spirit.  This is the testimony of the 
apostles and in particular of the apostles and in particular of the 
representative, administrating Spirit.  A representative, administrating Spirit.  A 
Christian is fearless.Christian is fearless. ””



Acts 24:27, Acts 24:27, ““ When two years had When two years had 
passed, Felix was succeeded passed, Felix was succeeded 
by Porcius Festus, but because by Porcius Festus, but because 
Felix wanted to grant a favor to Felix wanted to grant a favor to 
the Jews, he left Paul in the Jews, he left Paul in 
prison.prison. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Acts 25:1Acts 25:1 --2, 2, ““ Three days after Three days after 
arriving in the province, Festus arriving in the province, Festus 
went up from Caesarea to went up from Caesarea to 
Jerusalem, where the chief priests Jerusalem, where the chief priests 
and Jewish leaders appeared and Jewish leaders appeared 
before him and presented the before him and presented the 
charges against Paul.charges against Paul. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Acts 25:3, Acts 25:3, ““ They urgently They urgently 
requested Festus, as a favor to requested Festus, as a favor to 
them, to have Paul transferred them, to have Paul transferred 
to Jerusalem, for they were to Jerusalem, for they were 
preparing an ambush to kill him preparing an ambush to kill him 
along the way.along the way. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Jesus said in Matthew 10:34Jesus said in Matthew 10:34 --36, 36, ““ Do not Do not 
suppose that I have come to bring suppose that I have come to bring 
peace to the earth. I did not come to peace to the earth. I did not come to 
bring peace, but a sword.  For I have bring peace, but a sword.  For I have 
come to turn come to turn ‘‘a man against his father, a man against his father, 
a daughter against her mother, a a daughter against her mother, a 
daughterdaughter --inin --law against her motherlaw against her mother --inin --
law law -- a man's enemies will be the a man's enemies will be the 
members of his own household.members of his own household. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Matthew 10:37Matthew 10:37 --39, 39, ““ Anyone who loves Anyone who loves 
his father or mother more than Me is his father or mother more than Me is 
not worthy of Me; anyone who loves not worthy of Me; anyone who loves 
his son or daughter more than Me is his son or daughter more than Me is 
not worthy of Me; and anyone who not worthy of Me; and anyone who 
does not take his cross and follow Me does not take his cross and follow Me 
is not worthy of Me. Whoever finds his is not worthy of Me. Whoever finds his 
life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will lose it, and whoever loses his 
life for My sake will find it.life for My sake will find it. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



WHAT IS THE 
POINT OF 

SUFFERING?



Grow

1. To GROW more like Christ .

2 Thessalonians 1:4, 2 Thessalonians 1:4, ““ We are happy to We are happy to 
tell other churches about your patience tell other churches about your patience 
and complete faith in God, in spite of all and complete faith in God, in spite of all 
the crushing troubles and hardships the crushing troubles and hardships 
you are going through.you are going through. ”” (TLB)(TLB)



2 Thessalonians 1:52 Thessalonians 1:5 --6, 6, ““ This is only This is only 
one example of the fair, just way one example of the fair, just way 
God does things, for He is using God does things, for He is using 
your sufferings to make you ready your sufferings to make you ready 
for His Kingdom, while at the same for His Kingdom, while at the same 
time He is preparing judgment and time He is preparing judgment and 
punishment for those who are punishment for those who are 
hurting you.hurting you. ”” (TLB)(TLB)



2 Thessalonians 1:52 Thessalonians 1:5 --6, 6, ““ This is only This is only 
one example of the fair, just way one example of the fair, just way 
God does things, God does things, for He is using for He is using 
your sufferings to make you ready your sufferings to make you ready 
for His Kingdomfor His Kingdom , while at the same , while at the same 
time He is preparing judgment and time He is preparing judgment and 
punishment for those who are punishment for those who are 
hurting you.hurting you. ”” (TLB)(TLB)



James 1:2James 1:2 --4, 4, ““ Count it all joy, my Count it all joy, my 
brothers, when you meet trials of brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, for you know that the various kinds, for you know that the 
testing of your faith produces testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. And let steadfastness. And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, steadfastness have its full effect, 
that you may be perfect and that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing.complete, lacking in nothing. ”” (ESV)(ESV)



Grow
2. To GROW farther away from this world .

Hebrews 12:1, Hebrews 12:1, ““ Let us throw off Let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles, and let us that so easily entangles, and let us 
run with perseverance the race run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us.marked out for us. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Grow
2. To GROW farther away from this world .

Hebrews 12:1, Hebrews 12:1, ““ Let us throw off Let us throw off 
everything that hinderseverything that hinders and the sin and the sin 
that so easily entangles, and let us that so easily entangles, and let us 
run with perseverance the race run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us.marked out for us. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Grow
2. To GROW farther away from this world .

Hebrews 12:1, Hebrews 12:1, ““ Let us throw off Let us throw off 
everything that hinderseverything that hinders and and the sinthe sin
that so easily entangles, and let us that so easily entangles, and let us 
run with perseverance the race run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us.marked out for us. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Hebrews 12:2Hebrews 12:2 --3, 3, ““ Let us fix our eyes on Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy set before Him faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, scorning its endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand shame, and sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. Consider Him of the throne of God. Consider Him 
who endured such opposition from who endured such opposition from 
sinful men, so that you will not grow sinful men, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart.weary and lose heart. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Hebrews 12:2Hebrews 12:2 --3, 3, ““ Let us fix our eyes on Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy set before Him faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the endured the cross,cross, scorning its scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand shame, and sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. Consider Him of the throne of God. Consider Him 
who endured such opposition from who endured such opposition from 
sinful men, so that you will not grow sinful men, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart.weary and lose heart. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Hebrews 12:2Hebrews 12:2 --3, 3, ““ Let us fix our eyes on Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy set before Him faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the endured the cross,cross, scorningscorning its its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand shame, and sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. Consider Him of the throne of God. Consider Him 
who endured such opposition from who endured such opposition from 
sinful men, so that you will not grow sinful men, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart.weary and lose heart. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Hebrews 12:2Hebrews 12:2 --3, 3, ““ Let us fix our eyes on Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy set before Him faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the endured the cross,cross, scorningscorning its its 
shame,shame, and sat down at the right hand and sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. Consider Him of the throne of God. Consider Him 
who endured such opposition from who endured such opposition from 
sinful men, so that you will not grow sinful men, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart.weary and lose heart. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Hebrews 12:2Hebrews 12:2 --3, 3, ““ Let us fix our eyes on Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy set before Him faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the endured the cross,cross, scorningscorning its its 
shame,shame, and and sat down at the right hand sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.of the throne of God. Consider Him Consider Him 
who endured such opposition from who endured such opposition from 
sinful men, so that you will not grow sinful men, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart.weary and lose heart. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Hebrews 12:2Hebrews 12:2 --3, 3, ““ Let us fix our eyes on Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy set before Him faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the endured the cross,cross, scorningscorning its its 
shame,shame, and and sat down at the right hand sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.of the throne of God. Consider Him Consider Him 
who endured such who endured such oppositionopposition from from 
sinful men, so that you will not grow sinful men, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart.weary and lose heart. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Glow

Daniel 12:3, Daniel 12:3, ““ Those who lead Those who lead 
many to righteousness will many to righteousness will 
shine like the stars forever.shine like the stars forever. ””

(NLT)(NLT)



Glow

Jesus said in Matthew 5:14Jesus said in Matthew 5:14 --16, 16, 
““ You are the light of the world. You are the light of the world. 
A city on a hill cannot be A city on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Neither do people light hidden. Neither do people light 
a lamp and put it under a bowl. a lamp and put it under a bowl. 



Glow

Instead they put it on its stand, and it Instead they put it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone in the house. gives light to everyone in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine In the same way, let your light shine 
before men, that they may see your before men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father good deeds and praise your Father 
in heaven.in heaven. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Glow

Acts 7:59Acts 7:59 --60, 60, ““ While they were stoning While they were stoning 
him, Stephen prayed, him, Stephen prayed, ‘‘Lord Jesus, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.receive my spirit. ’’ Then he fell on his Then he fell on his 
knees and cried out, knees and cried out, ‘‘Lord, do not Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them.hold this sin against them. ’’ When he When he 
had said this, he fell asleep.had said this, he fell asleep. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Glow

Acts 7:59Acts 7:59 --60, 60, ““ While they were stoning While they were stoning 
him, Stephen prayed, him, Stephen prayed, ‘‘Lord Jesus, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.receive my spirit. ’’ Then he fell on his Then he fell on his 
knees and cried out, knees and cried out, ‘‘Lord, do not Lord, do not 
hold this sin against themhold this sin against them ..’’ When he When he 
had said this, he fell asleep.had said this, he fell asleep. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Glow

Acts 22Acts 22



Glow

1 Peter 2:15, 1 Peter 2:15, ““ For it is God's will For it is God's will 
that by doing good you should that by doing good you should 
silence the ignorant talk of silence the ignorant talk of 
foolish men.foolish men. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Glow
1 Peter 2:11 Peter 2:1 --3, 3, ““ Rid yourselves of all Rid yourselves of all 

malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, 
and slander of every kind. Like and slander of every kind. Like 
newborn babies, crave pure spiritual newborn babies, crave pure spiritual 
milk, so that by it you may grow up in milk, so that by it you may grow up in 
your salvation, now that you have your salvation, now that you have 
tasted that the Lord is good.tasted that the Lord is good. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Glow
1 Peter 2:111 Peter 2:11 --12, 12, ““ Dear friends, I urge you, Dear friends, I urge you, 

as aliens and strangers in the world, to as aliens and strangers in the world, to 
abstain from sinful desires, which war abstain from sinful desires, which war 
against your soul. Live such good lives against your soul. Live such good lives 
among the pagans that, though they among the pagans that, though they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they may accuse you of doing wrong, they may 
see your good deeds and glorify God see your good deeds and glorify God 
on the day he visits us.on the day he visits us. ”” (NIV)(NIV)





She was ready every day and She was ready every day and 
every moment, asking God,every moment, asking God,
““ Who do you want me to Who do you want me to 
love for You today?love for You today? ””




