
Acts 24Acts 24
1 Five days later the high priest Ananias 1 Five days later the high priest Ananias 

went down to Caesarea with some of went down to Caesarea with some of 
the elders and a lawyer named the elders and a lawyer named 
TertullusTertullus , and they brought their , and they brought their 
charges against Paul before the charges against Paul before the 
governor. 2 When Paul was called in, governor. 2 When Paul was called in, 
TertullusTertullus presented his case before presented his case before 
Felix: "We have enjoyed a long period Felix: "We have enjoyed a long period 
of peace under you, and your foresight of peace under you, and your foresight 
has brought about reforms in this has brought about reforms in this 
nation.nation.



Acts 24Acts 24

3 Everywhere and in every way, 3 Everywhere and in every way, 
most excellent Felix, we most excellent Felix, we 
acknowledge this with acknowledge this with 
profound gratitude. 4 But in profound gratitude. 4 But in 
order not to weary you further, I order not to weary you further, I 
would request that you be kind would request that you be kind 
enough to hear us briefly.enough to hear us briefly.



Acts 24Acts 24
5 "We have found this man to be a 5 "We have found this man to be a 

troublemaker, stirring up riots among troublemaker, stirring up riots among 
the Jews all over the world. He is a the Jews all over the world. He is a 
ringleader of the Nazarene sect 6 and ringleader of the Nazarene sect 6 and 
even tried to desecrate the temple; so even tried to desecrate the temple; so 
we seized him. 8 By examining him we seized him. 8 By examining him 
yourself you will be able to learn the yourself you will be able to learn the 
truth about all these charges we are truth about all these charges we are 
bringing against him."bringing against him."



Acts 24Acts 24
9 The Jews joined in the accusation, 9 The Jews joined in the accusation, 

asserting that these things were true. asserting that these things were true. 
10 When the governor motioned for him 10 When the governor motioned for him 
to speak, Paul replied: "I know that for to speak, Paul replied: "I know that for 
a number of years you have been a a number of years you have been a 
judge over this nation; so I gladly make judge over this nation; so I gladly make 
my defense. 11 You can easily verify my defense. 11 You can easily verify 
that no more than twelve days ago I that no more than twelve days ago I 
went up to Jerusalem to worship.went up to Jerusalem to worship.



Acts 24Acts 24
12 My accusers did not find me 12 My accusers did not find me 

arguing with anyone at the arguing with anyone at the 
temple, or stirring up a crowd in temple, or stirring up a crowd in 
the synagogues or anywhere the synagogues or anywhere 
else in the city. 13 And they else in the city. 13 And they 
cannot prove to you the charges cannot prove to you the charges 
they are now making against me.they are now making against me.



Acts 24Acts 24
14 However, I admit that I worship the 

God of our fathers as a follower of the 
Way, which they call a sect. I believe 
everything that agrees with the Law 
and that is written in the Prophets,    
15 and I have the same hope in God as 
these men, that there will be a 
resurrection of both the righteous and 
the wicked.



Acts 24Acts 24
16 So I strive always to keep my 

conscience clear before God and man. 
17 "After an absence of several years, I 
came to Jerusalem to bring my people 
gifts for the poor and to present 
offerings. 18 I was ceremonially clean 
when they found me in the temple 
courts doing this. There was no crowd 
with me, nor was I involved in any 
disturbance.



Acts 24Acts 24
19 But there are some Jews from 

the province of Asia, who ought 
to be here before you and bring 
charges if they have anything 
against me. 20 Or these who are 
here should state what crime 
they found in me when I stood 
before the Sanhedrin —



Acts 24Acts 24
21 unless it was this one thing I 

shouted as I stood in their presence: 
'It is concerning the resurrection of 
the dead that I am on trial before you 
today.'" 22 Then Felix, who was well 
acquainted with the Way, adjourned 
the proceedings. "When Lysias the 
commander comes," he said, "I will 
decide your case."



Acts 24Acts 24
23 He ordered the centurion to keep 

Paul under guard but to give him 
some freedom and permit his friends 
to take care of his needs. 24 Several 
days later Felix came with his wife 
Drusilla, who was a Jewess. He sent 
for Paul and listened to him as he 
spoke about faith in Christ Jesus.



Acts 24Acts 24
25 As Paul discoursed on 

righteousness, self-control and the 
judgment to come, Felix was afraid 
and said, "That's enough for now! You 
may leave. When I find it convenient, I 
will send for you." 26 At the same time 
he was hoping that Paul would offer 
him a bribe, so he sent for him 
frequently and talked with him.



Acts 24Acts 24

27 When two years had passed, 
Felix was succeeded by 
Porcius Festus, but because 
Felix wanted to grant a favor 
to the Jews, he left Paul in 
prison. (NIV)









Gladys Staines, Gladys Staines, ““ We cannot We cannot 
demand a longer life span from demand a longer life span from 
God than what He has decided for God than what He has decided for 
each of us,each of us, ”” she said. she said. I amI am
grateful to God for giving grateful to God for giving 
Graham this long a life Graham this long a life 
span to serve people.span to serve people. ””



Gladys Gladys StainesStaines , , ““ My husband and My husband and 
our children have sacrificed our children have sacrificed 
their lives for this nation; India their lives for this nation; India 
is my home. I hope to be here is my home. I hope to be here 
and continue to serve...and continue to serve... ””



Esther Esther StainesStaines (13), (13), ““ I praise the I praise the 
Lord that He found my father Lord that He found my father 
worthy to die for Him.worthy to die for Him. ””



1 Peter 4:14, 1 Peter 4:14, ““ If you are insulted If you are insulted 
because of the name of Christ, because of the name of Christ, 
you are blessed, for the Spirit you are blessed, for the Spirit 
of glory and of God rests on of glory and of God rests on 
you.you. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Acts 24:1, Acts 24:1, ““ Five days later the high Five days later the high 
priest Ananias went down to priest Ananias went down to 
Caesarea with some of the elders Caesarea with some of the elders 
and a lawyer named and a lawyer named TertullusTertullus , and, and
they brought their charges they brought their charges 
against Paul before the against Paul before the 
governor.governor. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



WHY DO
CHRISTIANS 

SUFFER?



WHY WE SHOULD NOT SUFFER

Disrespecting those in authority

Acts 23:1Acts 23:1 --5, 5, ““ Paul looked straight at Paul looked straight at 
the Sanhedrin and said, the Sanhedrin and said, ‘‘My My 
brothers, I have fulfilled my duty brothers, I have fulfilled my duty 
to God in all good conscience to to God in all good conscience to 
this day.this day. ’’



WHY WE SHOULD NOT SUFFER

Disrespecting those in authority

At this the high priest Ananias At this the high priest Ananias 
ordered those standing near ordered those standing near 
Paul to strike him on the mouth.Paul to strike him on the mouth.



WHY WE SHOULD NOT SUFFER

Disrespecting those in authority

Then Paul said to him, Then Paul said to him, ‘‘God will strike God will strike 
you, you whitewashed wall! You sit you, you whitewashed wall! You sit 
there to judge me according to the law, there to judge me according to the law, 
yet you yourself violate the law by yet you yourself violate the law by 
commanding that I be struck!commanding that I be struck! ’’



WHY WE SHOULD NOT SUFFER

Disrespecting those in authority

Those who were standing near Those who were standing near 
Paul said, Paul said, ‘‘You dare to insult You dare to insult 
God's high priest?God's high priest? ’’



WHY WE SHOULD NOT SUFFER

Disrespecting those in authority
Paul replied, Paul replied, ‘‘Brothers, I did not realize Brothers, I did not realize 

that he was the high priest; for it is that he was the high priest; for it is 
written: written: ‘‘Do not speak evil about the Do not speak evil about the 
ruler of your people.ruler of your people. ’”’” (NIV) (NIV) 

Exodus 22:28Exodus 22:28



WHY WE SHOULD NOT SUFFER

Disrespecting those in authority

Acts 24:10 (NIV), Acts 24:10 (NIV), ““ When the governor When the governor 
motioned for him to speak, Paul motioned for him to speak, Paul 
replied: replied: ‘‘ I know that for a number of I know that for a number of 
years you have been a judge over this years you have been a judge over this 
nation; so I gladly make my defense.nation; so I gladly make my defense. ’”’”



WHY WE SHOULD NOT SUFFER

Disobeying the law

Acts 24:13, Acts 24:13, ““ They cannot prove They cannot prove 
to you the charges they are to you the charges they are 
now making against me.now making against me. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



WHY WE SHOULD NOT SUFFER

Disobeying the law

1 Peter 4:151 Peter 4:15 --16 (NIV)16 (NIV) , , ““ If you suffer, If you suffer, 
it should not be as a murderer or it should not be as a murderer or 
thief or any other kind of criminal, thief or any other kind of criminal, 
or even as a meddler. or even as a meddler. 



WHY WE SHOULD NOT SUFFER

Disobeying the law

However, if you suffer as a However, if you suffer as a 
Christian, do not be ashamed, Christian, do not be ashamed, 
but praise God that you bear but praise God that you bear 
that name.that name. ””



WHY WE SHOULD NOT SUFFER

Don’t seek to be offensive
Acts 24:14Acts 24:14 --16, 16, ““ I believe everything that I believe everything that 

agrees with the Law and that is written agrees with the Law and that is written 
in the Prophets, and I have the same in the Prophets, and I have the same 
hope in God as these men, that there hope in God as these men, that there 
will be a resurrection of both the will be a resurrection of both the 
righteous and the wicked.righteous and the wicked.



WHY WE SHOULD NOT SUFFER

Don’t seek to be offensive

So I strive always to keep my 
conscience clear before God 
and man.” (NIV)



WHY WE SHOULD NOT SUFFER

Don’t seek to be offensive
1 Peter 2:161 Peter 2:16 --17, 17, ““ Live as free men, but Live as free men, but 

do not use your freedom as a coverdo not use your freedom as a cover --up up 
for evil; live as servants of God.  Show for evil; live as servants of God.  Show 
proper respect to everyone: Love the proper respect to everyone: Love the 
brotherhood of believers, fear God, brotherhood of believers, fear God, 
honor the king.honor the king. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



WHY WE SHOULD SUFFER

Colossians 3:10, Colossians 3:10, ““ You are living a You are living a 
brand new kind of life that is brand new kind of life that is 
continually learning more and continually learning more and 
more of what is right, and trying more of what is right, and trying 
constantly to be more and more constantly to be more and more 
like Christ who created this new like Christ who created this new 
life within you.life within you. ”” (TLB) (TLB) 



WHY WE SHOULD SUFFER

BECAUSE WE BECAUSE WE LOOK LIKE CHRISTLOOK LIKE CHRIST !!

Jesus said, John 15:18, Jesus said, John 15:18, ““ If the If the 
world hates you, keep in mind world hates you, keep in mind 
that it hated Me first.that it hated Me first. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Who is He ?
Word of God Word of God –– John 1:1John 1:1

Holy Holy –– Luke 4:34Luke 4:34
Truth Truth –– John 14:6John 14:6

Creator Creator –– Colossians 1:16Colossians 1:16
Prophet Prophet –– Matthew 21:11Matthew 21:11
Sustainer Sustainer –– Hebrews 1:3Hebrews 1:3

Way Way –– John 14:6John 14:6



Who is He ?
Priest Priest –– Hebrews 7:17Hebrews 7:17

Light Light –– Luke 2:28Luke 2:28 --3232

Bread Bread –– John 6:35John 6:35

Life Life –– John 14:6John 14:6

Savior Savior –– Luke 2:11Luke 2:11

Intercessor Intercessor –– Hebrews 7:25Hebrews 7:25



What has He done ?
Love His enemies Love His enemies ––

John 3:16, Romans 5:10John 3:16, Romans 5:10 --1111

Prayed for His enemies Prayed for His enemies ––

Luke 23:34Luke 23:34

Confronted sin Confronted sin ––

John 8:11John 8:11



What has He done ?
Developed close friendships Developed close friendships ––

the crowd, the 12 Apostles the crowd, the 12 Apostles 

(Peter, James and John)(Peter, James and John)

Showed Love, Patient, Grace and Showed Love, Patient, Grace and 
more with His friends more with His friends ––

PeterPeter ’’s denial (John 21)s denial (John 21)



What has He done ?
Obeyed God the FatherObeyed God the Father ’’s wills will

over His own over His own ––

John 5:19John 5:19

Sacrificed for evil people Sacrificed for evil people ––

Romans 5:8Romans 5:8



Colossians 3:10, Colossians 3:10, ““ You are living a You are living a 
brand new kind of life that is brand new kind of life that is 
continually learning more and continually learning more and 
more of what is right, and trying more of what is right, and trying 
constantly to be more and more constantly to be more and more 
like Christ who created this new like Christ who created this new 
life within you.life within you. ”” (TLB) (TLB) 



Jesus said, John 15:18Jesus said, John 15:18 --21, 21, ““ If the world If the world 
hates you, keep in mind that it hated hates you, keep in mind that it hated 
Me first.  If you belonged to the world, Me first.  If you belonged to the world, 
it would love you as its own. As it is, it would love you as its own. As it is, 
you do not belong to the world, but I you do not belong to the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world. That have chosen you out of the world. That 
is why the world hates you.is why the world hates you.



Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No 
servant is greater than his master.' If servant is greater than his master.' If 
they persecuted Me, they will they persecuted Me, they will 
persecute you also. If they obeyed My persecute you also. If they obeyed My 
teaching, they will obey yours also. teaching, they will obey yours also. 
They will treat you this way because of They will treat you this way because of 
My name, for they do not know the My name, for they do not know the 
One who sent Me.One who sent Me. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Who are you ?



Word of GodWord of God

Holy (set apart)Holy (set apart)

TruthTruthCreator (creating Godly culture)Creator (creating Godly culture)

Prophet (telling the truth)Prophet (telling the truth)

Sustainer (helping others survive)Sustainer (helping others survive)

Way (pointing others to Christ)Way (pointing others to Christ)

Priest (going to God for others)Priest (going to God for others)

Light (helping others see God)Light (helping others see God)

Bread (helping other live for God)Bread (helping other live for God)

Savior (rescuing others)Savior (rescuing others)

Intercessor (praying for others)Intercessor (praying for others)



What have you done ?
Love His enemies &Love His enemies &

Prayed for His enemiesPrayed for His enemies ––
Jesus said in Matthew 5:44Jesus said in Matthew 5:44 --45, 45, ““ I tell I tell 

you: Love your enemies and pray for you: Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, that you those who persecute you, that you 
may be sons of your Father in may be sons of your Father in 
heaven.heaven. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



What have you done ?
Confronted sin Confronted sin ––

Galatians 6:1, Galatians 6:1, ““ Dear brothers and Dear brothers and 
sisters, if another believer is sisters, if another believer is 
overcome by some sin, you who overcome by some sin, you who 
are godly should gently and are godly should gently and 
humbly help that person back onto humbly help that person back onto 
the right path.the right path. ”” (NLT)(NLT)



What have you done ?
Peacemaker Peacemaker ––

Jesus said in Matthew 5:23-24, “If you are 
offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift 
there in front of the altar. First go and 
be reconciled to your brother; then 
come and offer your gift.” (NIV) 



What have you done ?
Developed close friendships Developed close friendships ––

Romans 12:9-10, “Love must be 
sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to 
what is good. Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love. Honor 
one another above yourselves.”



What have you done ?
Showed Love, Patience, Grace and Showed Love, Patience, Grace and 

more with His friends more with His friends ––
Galatians 6:2, “Carry each other's 

burdens, and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ.” (NIV)



What have you done ?
Obeyed God the FatherObeyed God the Father ’’s wills will

over His own over His own ––
Jesus said in John 14:21, “Whoever 

has My commands and obeys 
them, he is the one who loves 
Me.” (NIV)



What have you done ?
Care for the unlovable Care for the unlovable ––

Jesus said in Matthew 25:34-36, 
“Come, you who are blessed by My 
Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since 
the creation of the world.



What have you done ?
Care for the unlovable Care for the unlovable ––

For I was hungry and you gave Me 
something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave Me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited Me in,



What have you done ?
Care for the unlovable Care for the unlovable ––

I needed clothes and you clothed 
Me, I was sick and you looked 
after Me, I was in prison and 
you came to visit Me.” (NIV)



Dietrich Bonheoffer, "Nothing that we Dietrich Bonheoffer, "Nothing that we 
despises in the other man, is entirelydespises in the other man, is entirely
absent from ourselves. absent from ourselves. We must learn We must learn 
to regard people, less in what they doto regard people, less in what they do
or don't do and more in the light of or don't do and more in the light of 
what they suffer."what they suffer."




