Acts 22:30 —23:35

30 The next day, since the commander
wanted to find out exactly why Paul
was being accused by the Jews, he
released him and ordered the chief
priests and all the Sanhedrin to

assemble. Then he brought Paul and
had him stand before them. 1 Paul
looked straight at the Sanhedrin and
said, "My brothers, | have fulfilled my
duty to God in all good conscience to
this day."




Acts 22:30 —23:35

2 At this the high priest Ananias
ordered those standing near Paul
to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then

Paul said to him, "God will strike
you, you whitewashed wall! You sit
there to jJudge me according to the
law, yet you yourself violate the

law by commanding that | be
struck!"




Acts 22:30 —23:35

4 Those who were standing near
Paul said, "You dare to insult
God's high priest?" 5 Paul

replied, "Brothers, | did not
realize that he was the high
priest; for it is written: ‘Do not
speak evil about the ruler of
your people."




Acts 22:30 —23:35

6 Then Paul, knowing that some
of them were Sadducees and
the others Pharisees, called out

In the Sanhedrin, "My brothers,
| am a Pharisee, the son of a
Pharisee. | stand on trial
because of my hope in the
resurrection of the dead."




Acts 22:30 —23:35

7 When he said this, a dispute
broke out between the Pharisees
and the Sadducees, and the

assembly was divided. 8 (The
Sadducees say that there I1s no
resurrection, and that there are
neither angels nor spirits, but the
Pharisees acknowledge them all.)




Acts 22:30 —23:35

9 There was a great uproar, and
some of the teachers of the law
who were Pharisees stood up

and argued vigorously. "We
find nothing wrong with this
man," they said. "What if a

spirit or an angel has spoken to
him?"




Acts 22:30 —23:35

10 The dispute became so
violent that the commander
was afraid Paul would be torn

to pieces by them. He ordered
the troops to go down and take
him away from them by force
and bring him into the
barracks.




Acts 22:30 —23:35

11 The following night the Lord
stood near Paul and said, "Take
courage! As you have testified

about me In Jerusalem, so you
must also testify iIn Rome." 12 The
next morning the Jews formed a
conspiracy and bound themselves
with an oath not to eat or drink
until they had killed Paul.




Acts 22:30 —23:35

13 More than forty men were involved in
this plot. 14 They went to the chief
priests and elders and said, "We have
taken a solemn oath not to eat anything

until we have killed Paul. 15 Now then,
you and the Sanhedrin petition the
commander to bring him before you on
the pretext of wanting more accurate
iInformation about his case. We are
ready to kill him before he gets here."




Acts 22:30 —23:35

16 But when the son of Paul's sister heard
of this plot, he went into the barracks
and told Paul. 17 Then Paul called one of
the centurions and said, "Take this

young man to the commander; he has
something to tell him." 18 So he took him
to the commander. The centurion said,
"Paul, the prisoner, sent for me and
asked me to bring this young man to you
because he has something to tell you."




Acts 22:30 —23:35

19 The commander took the young
man by the hand, drew him aside
and asked, "What Is it you want to

tell me?" 20 He said: "The Jews
have agreed to ask you to bring
Paul before the Sanhedrin
tomorrow on the pretext of wanting
more accurate information about
him.




Acts 22:30 —23:35

21 Don't give In to them, because more
than forty of them are waiting In
ambush for him. They have taken an
oath not to eat or drink until they have

killed him. They are ready now,
waiting for your consent to their
request." 22 The commander
dismissed the young man and
cautioned him, "Don't tell anyone that
you have reported this to me."




Acts 22:30 —23:35

23 Then he called two of his
centurions and ordered them, "Get
ready a detachment of two

hundred soldiers, seventy
horsemen and two hundred
spearmen to go to Caesarea at
nine tonight. 24 Provide mounts
for Paul so that he may be taken
safely to Governor Felix."




Acts 22:30 —23:35

25 He wrote a letter as follows:
26 Claudius Lysias, To His Excellency,
Governor Felix: Greetings. 27 This
man was seized by the Jews and they

were about to kill him, but | came with
my troops and rescued him, for | had
learned that he is a Roman citizen.
28 | wanted to know why they were
accusing him, so | brought him to
their Sanhedrin.




Acts 22:30 —23:35

29 | found that the accusation had to do
with questions about their law, but
there was no charge against him that
deserved death or imprisonment.

30 When | was informed of a plot to be
carried out against the man, | sent him
to you at once. | also ordered his
accusers to present to you their case
against him.




Acts 22:30 —23:35

31 So the soldiers, carrying out their
orders, took Paul with them during the
night and brought him as far as
Antipatris . 32 The next day they let the

cavalry go on with him, while they
returned to the barracks. 33 When the
cavalry arrived in Caesarea, they
delivered the letter to the governor
and handed Paul over to him.




Acts 22:30 —23:35

34 The governor read the letter
and asked what province he
was from. Learning that he was

from Cilicia, 35 he said, "l will
hear your case when your
accusers get here." Then he
ordered that Paul be kept under
guard In Herod's palace.
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Acts 22:30, “The next day,
since the commander wanted

to find out exactly why Paul
was being accused by the
Jews...” (NIV)
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2 Timothy 3:12, “Everyone
who wants to live a godly

life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted. " (NIV)




IS PERSECUTION
THE NORM?
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Early Church’s  Teaching
. Romans 8:17, “We share
In His sufferings in order

that we may also share
In His glory.” (NIV)
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Early Church’s  Teaching
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- Philippians 1:29, “For it has
been granted to you on behalf
of Christ not only to believe on
Him, but also to suffer for
Him...” (NIV)
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Early Church’s  Teaching

e

L Philippians 3:10, “l want to
know Christ and the power of
His resurrection and the
fellowship of sharing in His
sufferings...” (NIV)
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Early Church’s  Teaching

1 Peter 4:12, “Do not be
surprised at the painful trial
you are suffering, as though
something strange were
happening to you.” (NIV)
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Early Church’s  Teaching
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L 1 Peter 4:14, “If you are insulted
because of the name of Christ,
you are blessed, for the Spirit
of glory and of God rests on
you.” (NIV)
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Early Church’s  Teaching
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2 Timothy 2:9, “Because | preach
this Good News, | am suffering
and have been chained like a
criminal. But the word of God
cannot be chained.” (NLT)
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Early Church’s  Teaching

lebrews 11:35-36, “Others were
tortured, refusing to turn from God In
order to be set free. They placed their
hope In a better life after the
resurrection. Some were jeered at, and
their backs were cut open with whips.
Others were chained In prisons.” (NLT)
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Early Church’s Teaching

Hebrews 11:37-39, “Some died by
stoning, some were sawed In half,
and others were killed with the
sword. Some went about wearing
skins of sheep and goats, destitute
and oppressed and mistreated...
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Early Church’s  Teaching

| ...They were too good for this
world, wandering over deserts and
mountains, hiding in caves and
holes Iin the ground. All these
people earned a good reputation
because of their faith...” (NLT)
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Early Church’s  Living
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- The New Foxe 's Book of Martyrs
5 — pp. 4-10, 15, 18
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Today In the world

The Voice of the Martyrs magazines

WWW.persecution.org
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Today in the USA

3 Persecution - pp. 40, 45, 177
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~ Paul’s life motivated the Jews

~  to... “formed a conspiracy and

| bound themselves with an oath
not to eat or drink until they
had killed Paul. ™"
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IS PERSECUTION

- THE NORM?
.__ YES, FOR THOSE WHO LIVE =

GODLY IN CHRIST JESUS! [




AN Sonm
Qce ASION







Matthew 22:35 -39, “ An expert
In the law, tested Him with
this question: ‘Teacher,

which Is the greatest
commandment in the Law?




Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.
This is the first and greatest

commandment. And the second Is
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself. " (NIV)




Galatians 5:6a, “For in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision
nor uncircumcision has any

value.” (NIV)




Circumcision =
those who follow the Law

Uncircumcision =
those who follow no Law




Galatians 5:6, “For in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision has any value.
The only thing that counts Is

faith expressing itself through
love.” (NIV)




Faith =
Loving God and

others above self




When you love someone you ...

 You don 't see spending time with them
a problem

Psalm 63:1 -5, “O God, you are my God,
earnestly | seek you; my soul thirsts

for you, my body longs for you, in a
dry and weary land where there is no
water.




When you love someone you ...

 You don 't see spending time with them
a problem

| have seen you In the sanctuary and

beheld your power and your glory.
Because your love is better than
life, my lips will glorify you.




When you love someone you ...

 You don 't see spending time with them
a problem

| will praise you as long as | live, and

In your name | will lift up my hands.
My soul will be satisfied as with the
richest of foods... " (NIV)




When you love someone you ...

« You don't see sacrificing for them a
problem

David Livingstone, “People talk of

the sacrifice | have made In
spending so much of my life in
Africa... | never made a sacrifice.




When you love someone you ...

« You don't see sacrificing for them a
problem

We ought not to talk of ‘sacrifice '
when we remember the great

sacrifice which He made who left
His Father 's throne on high to give
Himself for us. ”




When you love someone you ...

e You don't see talking about them a
problem

Jesus said, “Whoever
acknowledges Me before men, |

will also acknowledge him before
My Father in heaven.




When you love someone you ...

e You don't see talking about them a
problem

But whoever disowns Me before

men, | will disown him before My
Father in heaven. "
(Matthew 10:32 -33-NIV)




When you love someone you ...

 When you love you don 't need
rules to tell you how to love

them




1 Corinthians 13
not prescription, but description.




Francis Chan, “We don't love
Jesus, We love His stuff. ”







“If you could have heaven, with no
sickness, and with all the friends you
ever had on earth, and all the food you

ever liked, and all the leisure activities

you ever enjoyed, and all the natural
beauties you ever saw ...




...all the physical pleasures you ever
tasted, and no human conflict or

any natural disasters, could you be

satisfied with heaven, If Christ was
not there? ”




James 4:2, “You do not
have, because you do

not ask God. " (NIV)







“0O God, | have tasted Thy goodness, and
It has both satisfied me and made me
thirst for more. | am painfully
conscious of my need for further grace.
| am ashamed of my lack of desire. O

God, the Triune God, | want to want
Thee; | long to be filled with longing; |
thirst to be made more thirsty still.




Show me Thy glory; | pray Thee, so
that | may know Thee indeed. Begin
In mercy a new work of love within
me. Say to my soul, ‘Rise up my
love, my fair one, and come away.

Then give grace to rise and follow
Thee up from this misty lowland
where | have wandered so long. "




