
Acts 21:27Acts 21:27 --3939
27 When the seven days were nearly over, 27 When the seven days were nearly over, 

some Jews from the province of Asia some Jews from the province of Asia 
saw Paul at the temple. They stirred up saw Paul at the temple. They stirred up 
the whole crowd and seized him,            the whole crowd and seized him,            
28 shouting, "Men of Israel, help us! This 28 shouting, "Men of Israel, help us! This 
is the man who teaches all men is the man who teaches all men 
everywhere against our people and our everywhere against our people and our 
law and this place. And besides, he has law and this place. And besides, he has 
brought Greeks into the temple area and brought Greeks into the temple area and 
defiled this holy place."defiled this holy place."



Acts 21:27Acts 21:27 --3939
29 (They had previously seen 29 (They had previously seen 

TrophimusTrophimus the the EphesianEphesian in the city in the city 
with Paul and assumed that Paul had with Paul and assumed that Paul had 
brought him into the temple area.)  brought him into the temple area.)  
30 The whole city was aroused, and 30 The whole city was aroused, and 
the people came running from all the people came running from all 
directions. Seizing Paul, they directions. Seizing Paul, they 
dragged him from the temple, and dragged him from the temple, and 
immediately the gates were shut.immediately the gates were shut.



Acts 21:27Acts 21:27 --3939
31 While they were trying to kill him, 31 While they were trying to kill him, 

news reached the commander of news reached the commander of 
the Roman troops that the whole the Roman troops that the whole 
city of Jerusalem was in an uproar. city of Jerusalem was in an uproar. 
32 He at once took some officers 32 He at once took some officers 
and soldiers and ran down to the and soldiers and ran down to the 
crowd. When the rioters saw the crowd. When the rioters saw the 
commander and his soldiers, they commander and his soldiers, they 
stopped beating Paul.stopped beating Paul.



Acts 21:27Acts 21:27 --3939
33 The commander came up and 33 The commander came up and 

arrested him and ordered him to be arrested him and ordered him to be 
bound with two chains. Then he asked bound with two chains. Then he asked 
who he was and what he had done.    who he was and what he had done.    
34 Some in the crowd shouted one 34 Some in the crowd shouted one 
thing and some another, and since the thing and some another, and since the 
commander could not get at the truth commander could not get at the truth 
because of the uproar, he ordered that because of the uproar, he ordered that 
Paul be taken into the barracks.Paul be taken into the barracks.



Acts 21:27Acts 21:27 --3939
35 When Paul reached the 35 When Paul reached the 

steps, the violence of the steps, the violence of the 
mob was so great he had to mob was so great he had to 
be carried by the soldiers.   be carried by the soldiers.   
36 The crowd that followed 36 The crowd that followed 
kept shouting, "Away with kept shouting, "Away with 
him!"him!"



Acts 21:27Acts 21:27 --3939
37 As the soldiers were about to 37 As the soldiers were about to 

take Paul into the barracks, he take Paul into the barracks, he 
asked the commander, "May I say asked the commander, "May I say 
something to you?"  "Do you something to you?"  "Do you 
speak Greek?" he replied.             speak Greek?" he replied.             
38 "Aren't you the Egyptian who 38 "Aren't you the Egyptian who 
started a revolt and led four started a revolt and led four 
thousand terrorists out into the thousand terrorists out into the 
desert some time ago?"desert some time ago?"



Acts 21:27Acts 21:27 --3939

39 Paul answered, "I am a Jew, 39 Paul answered, "I am a Jew, 
from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen 
of no ordinary city. Please let of no ordinary city. Please let 
me speak to the people." (NIV)me speak to the people." (NIV)





DIFFICULT PEOPLEDIFFICULT PEOPLE

CRITICALCRITICAL

NEEDYNEEDY

MANIPULATIVEMANIPULATIVE

HYPOCRITEHYPOCRITE



Manipulative Manipulative ––

to control or play upon by to control or play upon by 
artful, unfair, or insidious artful, unfair, or insidious 
means especially to one's means especially to one's 
own advantage own advantage 

((dictionary.comdictionary.com ))



Acts 21:27Acts 21:27 --3939

Leaders manipulated Leaders manipulated 

the crowd. the crowd. 



Acts 21:33Acts 21:33 --3636

““ The commander came up and arrested The commander came up and arrested 
him and ordered him to be bound with him and ordered him to be bound with 
two chains. Then he asked who he was two chains. Then he asked who he was 
and what he had done. Some in the and what he had done. Some in the 
crowd shouted one thing and some crowd shouted one thing and some 
another, and since the commander another, and since the commander 
could not get at the truth because of could not get at the truth because of 
the uproar, he ordered that Paul be the uproar, he ordered that Paul be 
taken into the barracks.taken into the barracks.



Acts 21:33Acts 21:33 --3636

When Paul reached the steps, When Paul reached the steps, 
the violence of the mob was so the violence of the mob was so 
great he had to be carried by great he had to be carried by 
the soldiers. The crowd that the soldiers. The crowd that 
followed kept shouting, followed kept shouting, ‘‘Away Away 
with him!with him! ’”’” (NIV) (NIV) 



The Commander asked, The Commander asked, ““ Aren't Aren't 
you the Egyptian who started you the Egyptian who started 
a revolt and led four thousand a revolt and led four thousand 
terrorists out into the desert terrorists out into the desert 
some time ago?some time ago? ””

(Acts 21:38(Acts 21:38 --NIV)NIV)



Genesis 25 Genesis 25 ––

Jacob manipulated Esau.Jacob manipulated Esau.

Mark 6 Mark 6 ––

Herodias manipulated Herod.Herodias manipulated Herod.

Judges 16 Judges 16 ––

Delilah manipulated Sampson.Delilah manipulated Sampson.



Judges 16:15Judges 16:15 --16, 16, ““ She said to him, She said to him, 
‘‘How can you say, How can you say, ““ I love you,I love you, ””
when you wonwhen you won ’’ t confide in me?t confide in me? ’’ ... ... 
With such nagging she prodded With such nagging she prodded 
him day after day until he was tired him day after day until he was tired 
to death.to death. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



The Living Bible, The Living Bible, ““ She nagged She nagged 
at him every day until he at him every day until he 
couldn't stand it any longer...couldn't stand it any longer... ””

(Judges 16:16)(Judges 16:16)



King James Version, King James Version, ““ She She 
pressed him daily with her pressed him daily with her 
words, and urged him, so words, and urged him, so 
that his soul was vexed that his soul was vexed 
unto death.unto death. ”” (Judges 16:16)(Judges 16:16)



MANIPULATORSMANIPULATORS ’’ GREATEST WEAPONSGREATEST WEAPONS

Manipulators use Manipulators use threatsthreats ..

Manipulators use Manipulators use guiltguilt ..



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

1. Recognize when someone is 1. Recognize when someone is 
trying to control you.trying to control you.



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

Matthew 16:21, Matthew 16:21, ““ Jesus began to Jesus began to 
explain to His disciples that He must explain to His disciples that He must 
go to Jerusalem and suffer many go to Jerusalem and suffer many 
things at the hands of the elders, things at the hands of the elders, 
chief priests and teachers of the law, chief priests and teachers of the law, 
and that He must be killed and on the and that He must be killed and on the 
third day be raised to life.third day be raised to life. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

Matthew 16:22, Matthew 16:22, ““ Peter took Him Peter took Him 
aside and began to rebuke Him. aside and began to rebuke Him. 
‘‘Never, Lord!Never, Lord! ’’ he said. he said. ‘‘This shall This shall 
never happen to You!never happen to You! ’”’” (NIV)(NIV)



How do you know when How do you know when 
someone is trying to someone is trying to 

manipulate you?manipulate you?



You compromise your You compromise your valuesvalues toto
please a certain person.please a certain person.

You canYou can ’’ t say t say ““ nono ”” toto
a certain person.a certain person.

You always feel You always feel guiltyguilty
around a certain person.around a certain person.



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

1.1. Recognize when someone is Recognize when someone is 
trying to control you.trying to control you.

2.2. ConfrontationConfrontation by saying, by saying, ““ This This 
is not going to work on meis not going to work on me !!””



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

Remember Peter took Jesus aside Remember Peter took Jesus aside 
and said, and said, ““ I want you to do this.I want you to do this. ””



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

““ Get behind Me, Satan! You are a Get behind Me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to Me; you do not stumbling block to Me; you do not 
have in mind the things of God, but have in mind the things of God, but 
the things of men.the things of men. ””

(Matthew 16:23(Matthew 16:23 --NIV)NIV)



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

““ This is not goingThis is not going

to work on me...to work on me...

SATAN!SATAN! ””



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

If you are letting someone, If you are letting someone, other than other than 
GodGod , have control over you, you are , have control over you, you are 

committing the sin of committing the sin of idolatryidolatry ..



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

Exodus 20:3, Exodus 20:3, ““ You shall You shall 
have no other gods have no other gods 
before Me.before Me. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

““ Dad we are going in a circle.Dad we are going in a circle. ””

““ But that is all I know...But that is all I know... ””



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, ““ Seek Seek 
the Kingdom of God above all the Kingdom of God above all 
else, and live righteously, and He else, and live righteously, and He 
will give you everything you will give you everything you 
need.need. ”” (NLT)(NLT)



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

1.1. Recognize when someone is Recognize when someone is 
trying to control you.trying to control you.

2.2. Confrontation by saying, Confrontation by saying, ““ This This 
is not going to work on me!is not going to work on me! ””

3.3. RReprioritizeeprioritize your relationshipsyour relationships



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

John 21:15John 21:15 --16, 16, ““ When they had When they had 
finished eating, Jesus said to finished eating, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, Simon Peter, ‘‘Simon son of Simon son of 
John, do you truly love Me more John, do you truly love Me more 
than these?than these? ’’ ‘‘Yes, Lord,Yes, Lord, ’’ he he 
said, said, ‘‘You know that I love You.You know that I love You. ’’



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

Jesus said, Jesus said, ‘‘Feed My lambs.Feed My lambs. ’’
Again Jesus said, Again Jesus said, ‘‘Simon son of Simon son of 
John, do you truly love Me?John, do you truly love Me? ’’ He He 
answered, answered, ‘‘Yes, Lord, You know Yes, Lord, You know 
that I love You.that I love You. ’’ Jesus said, Jesus said, 
‘‘Take care of My sheep.Take care of My sheep. ’”’” (NIV)(NIV)



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

John 21:17a, John 21:17a, ““ The third time He The third time He 
said to him, said to him, ‘‘Simon son of John, Simon son of John, 
do you love Me?do you love Me? ’’ Peter was hurt Peter was hurt 
because Jesus asked him the because Jesus asked him the 
third time, third time, ‘‘Do you love Me?Do you love Me? ’’ He He 
said, said, ‘‘Lord, You know all things; Lord, You know all things; 
You know that I love You.You know that I love You. ’”’” (NIV)(NIV)



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

John 21:17bJohn 21:17b --19, 19, ““ Jesus said, Jesus said, ‘‘Feed My Feed My 
sheep. I tell you the truth, when you sheep. I tell you the truth, when you 
were younger you dressed yourself were younger you dressed yourself 
and went where you wanted; but and went where you wanted; but 
when you are old you will stretch out when you are old you will stretch out 
your hands, and someone else will your hands, and someone else will 
dress you and lead you where you do dress you and lead you where you do 
not want to go.not want to go. ’’



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

Jesus said this to indicate the Jesus said this to indicate the 
kind of death by which Peter kind of death by which Peter 
would glorify God. Then He would glorify God. Then He 
said to him, said to him, ‘‘Follow Me!Follow Me! ’”’” (NIV)(NIV)



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

John 21:20John 21:20 --22, 22, ““ Peter turned and Peter turned and 
saw that the disciple whom Jesus saw that the disciple whom Jesus 
loved was following them. When loved was following them. When 
Peter saw him, he asked, Peter saw him, he asked, ‘‘Lord, Lord, 
what about him?what about him? ’’ Jesus answered, Jesus answered, 
‘‘ If I want him to remain alive until I If I want him to remain alive until I 
return, what is that to you? You return, what is that to you? You 
must follow Me.must follow Me. ’”’” (NIV)(NIV)



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

John 21:15, John 21:15, ““ Jesus said, Jesus said, 
‘‘Feed My lambs.Feed My lambs. ’”’” (NIV)(NIV)



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

John 21:16, John 21:16, ““ Jesus said, Jesus said, 
‘‘Take care of My sheep.Take care of My sheep. ’”’”

(NIV)(NIV)



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

John 21:17, John 21:17, ““ Jesus said, Jesus said, 
‘‘Feed My sheep.Feed My sheep. ’”’” (NIV)(NIV)



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

John 21:19, John 21:19, ““ He said to He said to 
him, him, ‘‘Follow Me!Follow Me! ’”’” (NIV)(NIV)



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

John 21:22, John 21:22, ““ Jesus answered,  Jesus answered,  
‘‘ If I want him to remain alive If I want him to remain alive 
until I return, what is that to until I return, what is that to 
you? You must follow Me.you? You must follow Me. ’”’”

(NIV)(NIV)



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

Like Peter, we must Like Peter, we must 
reprioritize our reprioritize our 
relationships.relationships.



BREAKING THE POWERBREAKING THE POWER
OF MANIPULATIONOF MANIPULATION

Galatians 1:10, Galatians 1:10, ““ I'm not trying I'm not trying 
to win the approval of people, to win the approval of people, 
but of God. If pleasing people but of God. If pleasing people 
were my goal, I would not be were my goal, I would not be 
Christ's servant.Christ's servant. ”” (NLT)(NLT)



TO THE MANIPULATORSTO THE MANIPULATORS ::

““ Without faith it is impossible Without faith it is impossible 
to please God...to please God... ””

(Hebrews 11:6(Hebrews 11:6 --NIV)NIV)





““ Fear turns us into control freaks Fear turns us into control freaks 
for fear, at its center, is a for fear, at its center, is a 
perceived loss of control. When perceived loss of control. When 
life spins wildly, we grab for a life spins wildly, we grab for a 
component of life we can manage: component of life we can manage: 
our diet, the tidiness of our home, our diet, the tidiness of our home, 
the armrest of a plane, or, in many the armrest of a plane, or, in many 
cases, peoplecases, people ……



...The...The more insecure we feel, more insecure we feel, 
the meaner we become. We the meaner we become. We 
growl and bare our fangs. growl and bare our fangs. 
Why? Because we are bad? Why? Because we are bad? 
In part. But also because we In part. But also because we 
feel cornered.feel cornered. ””



Martin Martin NiemNiem ööllerller documents an extreme documents an extreme 
example of this. He was a German example of this. He was a German 
pastor who took a heroic stand pastor who took a heroic stand 
against Adolf Hitler. When he first met against Adolf Hitler. When he first met 
the dictator in 1933, the dictator in 1933, NiemNiem ööllerller stood stood 
at the back of the room and listened. at the back of the room and listened. 
Later, when his wife asked him what Later, when his wife asked him what 
he'd learned, he said, he'd learned, he said, ‘‘ I discovered I discovered 
that Herr Hitler is a terribly frightened that Herr Hitler is a terribly frightened 
man.man. ’’ Fear releases the tyrant within.Fear releases the tyrant within. ””



You are allowing You are allowing 
someone to control someone to control 
you and you want to you and you want to 

break free.break free.



I am a manipulator and I am a manipulator and 
I want to repent of I want to repent of 
not trusting God to not trusting God to 

be in control.be in control.


