
Acts 21:17Acts 21:17 --2929
17 When we arrived at Jerusalem, 17 When we arrived at Jerusalem, 

the brothers received us warmly. the brothers received us warmly. 
18 The next day Paul and the rest 18 The next day Paul and the rest 
of us went to see James, and all of us went to see James, and all 
the elders were present. 19 Paul the elders were present. 19 Paul 
greeted them and reported in greeted them and reported in 
detail what God had done among detail what God had done among 
the Gentiles through his ministry. the Gentiles through his ministry. 



Acts 21:17Acts 21:17 --2929
20 When they heard this, they praised 20 When they heard this, they praised 

God. Then they said to Paul: "You see, God. Then they said to Paul: "You see, 
brother, how many thousands of Jews brother, how many thousands of Jews 
have believed, and all of them are have believed, and all of them are 
zealous for the law. 21 They have been zealous for the law. 21 They have been 
informed that you teach all the Jews informed that you teach all the Jews 
who live among the Gentiles to turn who live among the Gentiles to turn 
away from Moses, telling them not to away from Moses, telling them not to 
circumcise their children or live circumcise their children or live 
according to our customs.according to our customs.



Acts 21:17Acts 21:17 --2929
22 What shall we do? They will certainly 22 What shall we do? They will certainly 

hear that you have come, 23 so do what hear that you have come, 23 so do what 
we tell you. There are four men with us we tell you. There are four men with us 
who have made a vow. 24 Take these who have made a vow. 24 Take these 
men, join in their purification rites and men, join in their purification rites and 
pay their expenses, so that they can have pay their expenses, so that they can have 
their heads shaved. Then everybody will their heads shaved. Then everybody will 
know there is no truth in these reports know there is no truth in these reports 
about you, but that you yourself are living about you, but that you yourself are living 
in obedience to the law.in obedience to the law.



Acts 21:17Acts 21:17 --2929
25 As for the Gentile believers, we 25 As for the Gentile believers, we 

have written to them our decision have written to them our decision 
that they should abstain from that they should abstain from 
food sacrificed to idols, from food sacrificed to idols, from 
blood, from the meat of strangled blood, from the meat of strangled 
animals and from sexual animals and from sexual 
immorality.immorality.



Acts 21:17Acts 21:17 --2929
26 The next day Paul took the men 26 The next day Paul took the men 

and purified himself along with and purified himself along with 
them. Then he went to the temple them. Then he went to the temple 
to give notice of the date when to give notice of the date when 
the days of purification would the days of purification would 
end and the offering would be end and the offering would be 
made for each of them.made for each of them.



Acts 21:17Acts 21:17 --2929
27 When the seven days were nearly over, 27 When the seven days were nearly over, 

some Jews from the province of Asia some Jews from the province of Asia 
saw Paul at the temple. They stirred up saw Paul at the temple. They stirred up 
the whole crowd and seized him,           the whole crowd and seized him,           
28 shouting, "Men of Israel, help us! This 28 shouting, "Men of Israel, help us! This 
is the man who teaches all men is the man who teaches all men 
everywhere against our people and our everywhere against our people and our 
law and this place. And besides, he has law and this place. And besides, he has 
brought Greeks into the temple area and brought Greeks into the temple area and 
defiled this holy place."defiled this holy place."



Acts 21:17Acts 21:17 --2929

29 (They had previously seen 29 (They had previously seen 
TrophimusTrophimus the the EphesianEphesian in the in the 
city with Paul and assumed city with Paul and assumed 
that Paul had brought him into that Paul had brought him into 
the temple area.) (NIV)the temple area.) (NIV)





DIFFICULT PEOPLEDIFFICULT PEOPLE

CRITICALCRITICAL

NEEDYNEEDY

MANIPULATIVEMANIPULATIVE

HYPOCRITEHYPOCRITE





““ You drive the truck.You drive the truck. ””

““ But sir I am shot.But sir I am shot. ””

““ Everybody is shot!Everybody is shot! ””



EEmotional Vampiresmotional Vampires

by Albert J. Bernsteinby Albert J. Bernstein



The The VictimVictim

The Incurably The Incurably InsecureInsecure

The The DramaDrama Queens or Queens or DramaDrama KingsKings

The The GossiperGossiper

The Financial The Financial LeechesLeeches



THE TENSIONTHE TENSION



Matthew 9:36, Matthew 9:36, ““ When He saw the When He saw the 
crowds, He had compassion on crowds, He had compassion on 
them... because they were harassed them... because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd.shepherd. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



““ had compassionhad compassion ”…”…

SplagchnonSplagchnon

from the intestines or bowelsfrom the intestines or bowels ... ... 

it means deep from withinit means deep from within



Jesus Jesus carescares more more 
than anyone else than anyone else 
who ever lived.who ever lived.



Matthew 9:36Matthew 9:36 --38, 38, ““ When He saw the When He saw the 
crowds, He had compassion on them, crowds, He had compassion on them, 
because they were harassed and because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then He said to His shepherd. Then He said to His 
disciples, disciples, ‘‘The harvest is plentiful but The harvest is plentiful but 
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the workers are few. Ask the Lord of 
the harvest, therefore, to send out the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field.workers into his harvest field. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Jesus did not Jesus did not healheal
everyone or grant everyone or grant 

every every requestrequest ..



WITH GODWITH GOD’’S HELP:S HELP:
WE WANT TO OFFERWE WANT TO OFFER

WHAT IS WHAT IS NEEDEDNEEDED,,
NOT WHAT IS NOT WHAT IS WANTEDWANTED



Acts 3:6Acts 3:6 --7, 7, ““ Peter said, Peter said, ‘‘Silver or Silver or 
gold I do not have, but what I gold I do not have, but what I 
have I give you. In the name of have I give you. In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk. ’’
Taking him by the right hand, he Taking him by the right hand, he 
helped him up...helped him up... ”” (NIV)(NIV)



We need to identifyWe need to identify

the real the real needneed ..

We need to pay attention to We need to pay attention to 
actionsactions , not , not wordswords ..



WITH GODWITH GOD’’S HELP: S HELP: 
SET HEALTHY SET HEALTHY 
BOUNDARIESBOUNDARIES



Mark 1:35Mark 1:35 --38, 38, ““ Very early in Very early in 
the morning, while it was the morning, while it was 
still dark, Jesus got up, left still dark, Jesus got up, left 
the house and went off to a the house and went off to a 
solitary place, where He solitary place, where He 
prayedprayed ……



Simon and his companions went to Simon and his companions went to 
look for Him, and when they found look for Him, and when they found 
Him, they exclaimed: Him, they exclaimed: ‘‘Everyone is Everyone is 
looking for You!looking for You! ’’ Jesus replied, Jesus replied, ‘‘Let Let 
us go somewhere else us go somewhere else —— to the to the 
nearby villages nearby villages —— so I can preach so I can preach 
there also. That is why I have there also. That is why I have 
come.come. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Simon and his companions went to Simon and his companions went to 
look for Him, and when they found look for Him, and when they found 
Him, they exclaimed: Him, they exclaimed: ‘‘Everyone is Everyone is 
looking for Youlooking for You !! ’’ Jesus replied, Jesus replied, ‘‘Let Let 
us go somewhere else us go somewhere else —— to the to the 
nearby villages nearby villages —— so I can preach so I can preach 
there also. That is why I have there also. That is why I have 
come.come. ”” (NIV)(NIV)





Healthy timeHealthy time boundariesboundaries

Healthy resourceHealthy resource boundariesboundaries

Healthy purposeHealthy purpose boundariesboundaries



WITH GODWITH GOD’’S HELP:S HELP:
ALLOW THEM TO FACE ALLOW THEM TO FACE 
THEIR THEIR CONSEQUENCESCONSEQUENCES



Galatians 6:7Galatians 6:7 --8, 8, ““ Do not be deceived: Do not be deceived: 
God cannot be mocked. A man God cannot be mocked. A man 
reaps what he sows. The one who reaps what he sows. The one who 
sows to please his sinful nature, sows to please his sinful nature, 
from that nature will reap from that nature will reap 
destruction; the one who sows to destruction; the one who sows to 
please the Spirit, from the Spirit please the Spirit, from the Spirit 
will reap eternal life.will reap eternal life. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Luke writes, Luke writes, ““ When he came to When he came to 
his senses, he said, his senses, he said, ‘‘How How 
many of my father's hired men many of my father's hired men 
have food to spare, and here I have food to spare, and here I 
am starving to death! I will set am starving to death! I will set 
out and go back to my father out and go back to my father 
and say to himand say to him ……



Father, I have sinned against Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you.  I am heaven and against you.  I am 
no longer worthy to be called no longer worthy to be called 
your son; make me like one of your son; make me like one of 
your hired men.your hired men. ’’ So he got up So he got up 
and went to his father.and went to his father. ””

(Luke 15:17(Luke 15:17 --2020--NIV)NIV)



Rescuing isnRescuing isn ’’ t always t always helpinghelping

Proverbs 23:9, Proverbs 23:9, ““ Do not speak Do not speak 
to a fool, for he will scorn the to a fool, for he will scorn the 
wisdom of your words.wisdom of your words. ”” (NIV)(NIV)

Jesus is the Savior, not Jesus is the Savior, not youyou



Jesus said in Luke 5:31Jesus said in Luke 5:31 --32, 32, ““ It is It is 
not the healthy who need a not the healthy who need a 
doctor, but the sick. I have not doctor, but the sick. I have not 
come to call the righteous, but come to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance.sinners to repentance. ”” (NIV)(NIV)


