


DIFFICULT PEOPLEDIFFICULT PEOPLE

Do you have people in Do you have people in 
your life who are critical?your life who are critical?



Throughout GodThroughout God ’’s word there are s word there are 
CRITICAL PEOPLECRITICAL PEOPLE ::

Numbers 12 Numbers 12 ––
Moses interracial marriageMoses interracial marriage

Exodus 17 Exodus 17 –– People criticized People criticized Moses; Moses; 
saying, saying, ““ Why did you bring us up Why did you bring us up 
out of Egypt...out of Egypt... ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Throughout GodThroughout God ’’s word there are s word there are 
CRITICAL PEOPLECRITICAL PEOPLE ::

Jesus was criticized Jesus was criticized –– Matthew Matthew 
11:19, 11:19, ““ Here is a glutton and a Here is a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and collectors and ‘‘sinners.sinners. ’”’” (NIV)(NIV)



Throughout GodThroughout God ’’s word there are s word there are 
CRITICAL PEOPLECRITICAL PEOPLE ::

The apostle Paul was continually The apostle Paul was continually 
criticized; accused of breaking criticized; accused of breaking 
the Law, Rebellion, in Ministry the Law, Rebellion, in Ministry 
for profit, false teaching... etc.for profit, false teaching... etc.



““ After this, we got ready and went up After this, we got ready and went up 
to Jerusalem. Some of the disciples to Jerusalem. Some of the disciples 
from Caesarea accompanied us and from Caesarea accompanied us and 
brought us to the home of Mnason, brought us to the home of Mnason, 
where we were to stay. He was a where we were to stay. He was a 
man from Cyprus and one of the man from Cyprus and one of the 
early disciples.early disciples. ”” (NIV)(NIV)

Acts 21:15Acts 21:15 --16,16,



““ When we arrived at Jerusalem, the When we arrived at Jerusalem, the 
brothers received us warmly. The brothers received us warmly. The 
next day Paul and the rest of us went next day Paul and the rest of us went 
to see James, and all the elders were to see James, and all the elders were 
present.  Paul greeted them and present.  Paul greeted them and 
reported in detail what God had reported in detail what God had 
done among the Gentiles through done among the Gentiles through 
his ministry.his ministry. ”” (NIV)(NIV)

Acts 21:17Acts 21:17 --19,19,



““ When they heard this, they When they heard this, they 
praised God. Then they said to praised God. Then they said to 
Paul: Paul: ““ You see, brother, how You see, brother, how 
many thousands of Jews have many thousands of Jews have 
believed, and all of them are believed, and all of them are 
zealous for the lawzealous for the law ……

Acts 21:20Acts 21:20 --21,21,



……They have been informed that They have been informed that 
you teach all the Jews who live you teach all the Jews who live 
among the Gentiles to turn among the Gentiles to turn 
away from Moses, telling them away from Moses, telling them 
not to circumcise their children not to circumcise their children 
or live according to our or live according to our 
customs.customs. ”” (NIV)(NIV)

Acts 21:20Acts 21:20 --21,21,



““ What shall we do? They will What shall we do? They will 
certainly hear that you have certainly hear that you have 
come, so do what we tell come, so do what we tell 
you.you. ”” (NIV)(NIV)

Acts 21:22,Acts 21:22,



TRUTH FOR THE CRITICIZER:TRUTH FOR THE CRITICIZER:

PRAISE AND CRITICISM PRAISE AND CRITICISM ––

REVEAL OUR HEARTSREVEAL OUR HEARTS

Consistent PRAISE Consistent PRAISE ––

Reveals what you Reveals what you valuevalue most. most. 

Consistent CRITICISM Consistent CRITICISM ––

Reveals your Reveals your insecuritiesinsecurities ..



Jesus said in Matthew 7:4, Jesus said in Matthew 7:4, ““ How How 
can you say to your brother, can you say to your brother, ‘‘Let Let 
me take the speck out of your me take the speck out of your 
eye,eye, ’’ when all the time there is a when all the time there is a 
plank in your own eye?plank in your own eye? ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Steve Martin, Steve Martin, ““ Before you Before you 
criticize a man, walk a mile in criticize a man, walk a mile in 
his shoes. That way, when you his shoes. That way, when you 
do criticize him, youdo criticize him, you ’’ ll be a mile ll be a mile 
away and have his shoes.away and have his shoes. ””





James 5:16, James 5:16, ““ Confess your Confess your 
sins to each other and pray sins to each other and pray 
for each other so that you for each other so that you 
may be healed.may be healed. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



TRUTH FOR THE ONE BEING CRITICIZEDTRUTH FOR THE ONE BEING CRITICIZED::

WRONG RESPONSESWRONG RESPONSES

1) 1) FIGHTFIGHT

2) 2) FLIGHTFLIGHT



TRUTH FOR THE ONE BEING CRITICIZEDTRUTH FOR THE ONE BEING CRITICIZED::

RIGHT RESPONSESRIGHT RESPONSES

1) 1) LISTEN TO CRITICISMLISTEN TO CRITICISM



LISTEN TO CRITICISMLISTEN TO CRITICISM

ASK;ASK;
if the motive is to if the motive is to helphelp not hurt?not hurt?

ASK;ASK;

if the person if the person cancan help?help?



LISTEN TO CRITICISMLISTEN TO CRITICISM

Proverbs 15:31Proverbs 15:31 --32, 32, ““ If you listen to If you listen to 
constructive criticism, you will be at constructive criticism, you will be at 
home among the wise.  If you reject home among the wise.  If you reject 
discipline, you only harm yourself; discipline, you only harm yourself; 
but if you listen to correction, you but if you listen to correction, you 
grow in understanding.grow in understanding. ”” (NLT)(NLT)



TRUTH FOR THE ONE BEING CRITICIZEDTRUTH FOR THE ONE BEING CRITICIZED::

RIGHT RESPONSESRIGHT RESPONSES

1) LISTEN TO CRITICISM1) LISTEN TO CRITICISM

2) 2) ANSWER THE CRITICISMANSWER THE CRITICISM



ANSWER THE CRITICISMANSWER THE CRITICISM

Judges 8:1Judges 8:1 --2a, 2a, ““ Now the Ephraimites Now the Ephraimites 
asked Gideon, asked Gideon, ‘‘Why have you treated Why have you treated 
us like this? Why didn't you call us us like this? Why didn't you call us 
when you went to fight Midian?when you went to fight Midian? ’’ And And 
they criticized him sharply.  But he they criticized him sharply.  But he 
answered them...answered them... ”” (NIV)(NIV)



ANSWER THE CRITICISMANSWER THE CRITICISM

Judges 8:3, Judges 8:3, ““ At this, their At this, their 
resentment against him resentment against him 
subsided.subsided. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



ANSWER THE CRITICISMANSWER THE CRITICISM

When the person is missingWhen the person is missing

informationinformation that wouldthat would

change his perceptionchange his perception

When the personWhen the person

is is openopen to changeto change



TRUTH FOR THE ONE BEING CRITICIZEDTRUTH FOR THE ONE BEING CRITICIZED::

RIGHT RESPONSESRIGHT RESPONSES

1) LISTEN TO CRITICISM1) LISTEN TO CRITICISM

2) ANSWER THE CRITICISM2) ANSWER THE CRITICISM

3) 3) DISMISS THE CRITICISMDISMISS THE CRITICISM



DISMISS THE CRITICISMDISMISS THE CRITICISM

When the person is characterized When the person is characterized 
by being by being overlyoverly criticalcritical

When the person is emotionally When the person is emotionally 
unhealthy or unhealthy or woundedwounded



DISMISS THE CRITICISMDISMISS THE CRITICISM

““ The Pioneers get the arrows.The Pioneers get the arrows. ””



How do we deal with this person?How do we deal with this person?

Romans 12:17Romans 12:17 --19, 19, ““ Do not repay Do not repay 
anyone evil for evil. Be careful anyone evil for evil. Be careful 
to do what is right in the eyes to do what is right in the eyes 
of everybody. If it is possible, of everybody. If it is possible, 
as far as it depends on you, as far as it depends on you, 
live at peace with everyonelive at peace with everyone ……



How do we deal with this person?How do we deal with this person?

……Do not take revenge, my friends, Do not take revenge, my friends, 
but leave room for God's wrath, but leave room for God's wrath, 
for it is written: for it is written: ‘‘ It is mine to It is mine to 
avenge; I will repay,avenge; I will repay, ’’ says the says the 
Lord.Lord. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



How do we deal with this person?How do we deal with this person?

Romans 12:20Romans 12:20 --21, 21, ““ On the contrary: On the contrary: 
‘‘ If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
if he is thirsty, give him something if he is thirsty, give him something 
to drink.  In doing this, you will to drink.  In doing this, you will 
heap burning coals on his head.heap burning coals on his head. ’’
Do not be overcome by evil, but Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.overcome evil with good. ”” (NIV)(NIV)





Josemaria Escriva, Josemaria Escriva, 
““ DonDon ’’ t say, t say, ‘‘That person That person 
bothers me.bothers me. ’’ Think: That Think: That 
person sanctifies me.person sanctifies me. ””



““ WE CANWE CAN’’T PLEASE ALL T PLEASE ALL 
PEOPLE, BUT WE CAN PEOPLE, BUT WE CAN 

PLEASE GOD!PLEASE GOD! ””



““ we speak as men approved by we speak as men approved by 
God to be entrusted with the God to be entrusted with the 
gospel. We are not trying to gospel. We are not trying to 
please men but God...please men but God... ”” (NIV)(NIV)

1 Thessalonians 2:4,1 Thessalonians 2:4,


