


e When an Architect comes to a town,
what do you think he notices?

 When a Doctor comes to a town,
what do you think she notices?

 When a Teacher comes to a town,
what do you think she notices?

e \When a Street Cleaner comes to a
town, what do you think he notices?




When a Christian comes to
a town, what do you think
he or she should notice?




On Paul’s second mission trip ...

2 Corinthians 12:10,
“When | am weak, then |
am strong.” (NIV)




On Paul’s second mission trip ...

Acts 17:16, “While Paul
was waiting for them in

Athens, he was greatly
distressed...” (NIV)
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On Paul’s second mission trip ...

Acts 17:16, “While Paul
was waiting for them in
Athens, he was greatly
distressed to see that the

C|ty was fuII of |dols " (NIV)




He sees thelir
spiritual poverty!
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On Paul’s second mission trip ...

Acts 17:16, “While Paul
was waiting for them in
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On Paul’s second mission trip ...

Acts 17:16, “While Paul
was waiting for them in
Athens, he was greatly
distressed to see that the

Ity Was fuII Of IdOIS T (NIV)




Renan, the French atheist said |
“That ugly little Jew abused
Greek art by describing those
statues as idols.”




Pausanias wrote six volumes
desc_ggbmg Afhens




Paul had truly developed God’s heart ...

1 Samuel 16:7, “Man looks at the

outward appearance, but the
Lord looks at the heart.” (NIV)




Paul had truly developed God’s heart ...

Revelation 3:17, “You say, ‘| am
rich; | have acquired wealth
and do not need a thing.’ But
you do not realize that you are
wretched, pitiful, poor, blind
and naked.” (NIV)




Paul had truly developed God’s heart ...

Luke 19:41 -42, “As He
approached Jerusalem and saw
the city, He wept over it and
said, ‘If you, even you, had only
known on this day what would
bring you peace...” (NIV)




Plano
Richardson
Allen
Garland
McKinney
Murphy
Parker

What do you see In ...

Frisco
Anna
Wylie
Melissa
Prosper
Dallas
Your town?




What do you see In ...
Collin County?
Texas?




BUT PAUL DOES MORE THAN JUST SEE THEIR

NEED, HE DOES SOMETHING ABOUT IT ...

1 verse of Emotion and
18 verses of Action




BUT PAUL DOES MORE THAN JUST SEE THEIR

NEED, HE DOES SOMETHING ABOUT IT ...

Acts 17:16 -17, “While Paul was waiting
for them In Athens, he was greatly
distressed to see that the city was full
of Idols. So he reasoned In the
synagogue with the Jews and the
God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the
marketplace day by day with those




BUT PAUL DOES MORE THAN JUST SEE THEIR

NEED, HE DOES SOMETHING ABOUT IT ...

Jew first and then
to the non -Jews

“Marketplace” - Agora




Paul spoke to the problem:

Acts 17:18a, “A group of Epicurean
and Stoic philosophers began to
dispute with him. Some of them
asked, ‘What Is this babbler trying
to say? ' (NIV)




“Epicureanism” Is an ancient Greek
philosophical system taught by
Epicurus. It emphasized the goal
of a happy and content life,
rejecting both the fear of the
gods and notions of an afterlife.




Nothing to fear in God,;
Nothing to feel in Death;
Good can be attained,;
Evil can be endured.




“Stoicism” was another ancient
Greek philosophical systen
taught by Zeno. The gods have
predetermined everything;
therefore, emotions were evil. If
everything Is predetermined then
there Is no need to be happy or
sad.




"Freedom Is secured not by
the fulfilling of one's desires,
but by the removal of desire."
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They made fun of him

“Babbler” —
seed picker
sparrow
mentally lazy
philosophically lazy




They made fun of him

Acts 17:18b, “Others remarked,
‘He seems to be advocating
foreign gods.” They said this
because Paul was preaching
the good news about Jesus and
the resurrection.” (NIV)
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They called him weird

Jesus was a god and resurrection
was a god (Anastasia) .




They Called h|m welird

Acts 17:19 -21, “Then they took him
and brought him to a meeting of
the Areopagus, where they said
to him, ‘May we know what this
new teaching Is that you are
presenting?




You are bringing some strange ideas
to our ears, and we want to know
what they mean.’ (All the Athenians
and the foreigners who lived there
spent their time doing nothing but
talking about and listening to the
latest ideas.)” (NIV)




“Areopagus’ -—
Hill of Ares
Latin
Hill of Mars
Mar’s Hill







They questioned the
validity of Paul’s teaching



PAUL IS NOT INTIMIDATED

Acts 17:22 -23, “Paul then stood
up In the meeting of the
Areopagus and said: “Men of
Athens! | see that In every way
you are very religious.



PAUL IS NOT INTIMIDATED

For as | walked around and looked
carefully at your objects of
worship, | even found an altar with
this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN
GOD. Now what you worship as
something unknown | am going to
proclaim to you.” (NIV)



He connects with their culture

He shows he cares for them



Acts 17:24 -26, “The God who made the
world and everything in it is the Lord
of heaven and earth and does not
live In temples built by hands. And
he iIs not served by human hands, as
If he needed anything, because he
himself gives all men life and breath
and everything else



From one man he made every
nation of men, that they should
iInhabit the whole earth; and he
determined the times set for
them and the exact places
where they should live.” (NIV)



He uses reason and logic



Acts 17:27 -29, “God did this so
that men would seek him and
perhaps reach out for him and
find him, though he is not far
from each one of us. ‘For in him
we live and move and have our

being.’



As some of your own poets have
said, ‘We are his offspring.
Therefore since we are God'’s
offspring, we should not think that
the divine being is like gold or
silver or stone — an image made
by man’s design and skill.” (NI1V)



As some of your own poets have
said, ‘We are his offspring.
Therefore since we are God'’s
offspring , we should not think that
the divine being is like gold or
silver or stone — an image made
by man’s design and skill.” (NI1V)



He connects their search with
God'’s truth



Acts 17:30 -31, “In the past God
overlooked such ignorance, but now
he commands all people everywhere
to repent. For he has set a day when
he will judge the world with justice
by the man he has appointed. . . . He
has given proof of this to all men by
raising him from the dead.” (NIV)



Judgment is coming



Acts 17:32, “When they heard
about the resurrection of the
dead, some of them sneered,
but others said, ‘We want to
hear you again on this
subject.” (NIV)



Rejection and Procrastination



Acts 17:33 -34, “At that, Paul left
the Council. A few men became
followers of Paul and believed.
Among them was Dionysius, a
member of the Areopagus, also a
woman named Damaris, and a
number of others.” (NIV)



Paul felt some was enough!
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Who will be the ONE you need to
reach for Christ?

Matthew 9:36 -37, “When He (Jesus) saw
the crowds, He had compassion on
them, because they were harassed
and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd. Then He said to His
disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but
the workers are few. " (NIV)



Do you have God'’s eyes for your ...
family?
neighborhood?
school?
work?
community?



