
Learning from everyone GodLearning from everyone God

brings into your life.brings into your life.



Acts 16:16Acts 16:16 --17, 17, ““ Once when we were Once when we were 
going to the place of prayer, we were going to the place of prayer, we were 
met by a slave girl who had a spirit by met by a slave girl who had a spirit by 
which she predicted the future. She which she predicted the future. She 
earned a great deal of money for her earned a great deal of money for her 
owners by fortuneowners by fortune --telling.  This girl telling.  This girl 
followed Paul and the rest of us, followed Paul and the rest of us, 
shouting, shouting, ““ These men are servants of These men are servants of 
the Most High God, who are telling you the Most High God, who are telling you 
the way to be saved.the way to be saved. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



“predicted the future” –
“divination”

Puthon
Python

She was a “pythoness”.



Greek god Apollo

an oracle

a puppet



Temple at DelphiTemple at Delphi



Pythian Games

Olympics



Apollo killed the PythonApollo killed the Python



Acts 16:18, Acts 16:18, ““ She kept this up She kept this up 
for many days. Finally Paul for many days. Finally Paul 
became so troubled that he became so troubled that he 
turned around and said to the turned around and said to the 
spirit, spirit, ““ In the name of Jesus In the name of Jesus 
Christ I command you to come Christ I command you to come 
out of her!out of her! ”” At that moment the At that moment the 
spirit left her.spirit left her. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Acts 16:19Acts 16:19 --21, 21, ““ When the owners of the When the owners of the 
slave girl realized that their hope of slave girl realized that their hope of 
making money was gone, they seized making money was gone, they seized 
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the Paul and Silas and dragged them into the 
marketplace to face the authorities. They marketplace to face the authorities. They 
brought them before the magistrates and brought them before the magistrates and 
said, said, ““ These men are Jews, and are These men are Jews, and are 
throwing our city into an uproar by throwing our city into an uproar by 
advocating customs unlawful for us advocating customs unlawful for us 
Romans to accept or practice.Romans to accept or practice. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Acts 16:22Acts 16:22 --24, 24, ““ The crowd joined in The crowd joined in 
the attack against Paul and Silas, and the attack against Paul and Silas, and 
the magistrates ordered them to be the magistrates ordered them to be 
stripped and beaten. After they had stripped and beaten. After they had 
been severely flogged, they were been severely flogged, they were 
thrown into prison, and the jailer was thrown into prison, and the jailer was 
commanded to guard them carefully. commanded to guard them carefully. 
Upon receiving such orders, he put Upon receiving such orders, he put 
them in the inner cell and fastened them in the inner cell and fastened 
their feet in the stocks.their feet in the stocks. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Couldn’t her popularity help 
the cause of Christ?

Shouldn’t we accept her 
words and not be judges?



Does this kind of thing still 
go on today?

What do we do?



Living with Living with false believersfalse believers !!



FALSE BELIEVERS AMONG US

Jesus said in Matthew 7:21-23, 
“ ‘Not everyone who says to 
Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but only 
he who does the will of My 
Father who is in heaven.



FALSE BELIEVERS AMONG US

Many will say to Me on that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
Your name, and in Your name drive 
out demons and perform many 
miracles?’ Then I will tell them 
plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away 
from Me, you evildoers! ’” (NIV)



FALSE BELIEVERS AMONG US

Matthew 13:24Matthew 13:24 --26, 26, ““ Jesus told them Jesus told them 
another parable: another parable: ‘‘The kingdom of heaven The kingdom of heaven 
is like a man who sowed good seed in his is like a man who sowed good seed in his 
field. But while everyone was sleeping, his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat, and went away. When the wheat wheat, and went away. When the wheat 
sprouted and formed heads, then the sprouted and formed heads, then the 
weeds also appeared.weeds also appeared. ’’”” (NIV)(NIV)



FALSE BELIEVERS AMONG US

Matthew 13:27Matthew 13:27 --28, 28, ““ The ownerThe owner ’’s s 
servants came to him and said, servants came to him and said, ‘‘Sir, Sir, 
didndidn ’’ t you sow good seed in your field? t you sow good seed in your field? 
Where then did the weeds come from?Where then did the weeds come from? ’’
‘‘An enemy did this,An enemy did this, ’’ he replied. The he replied. The 
servants asked him, servants asked him, ‘‘Do you want us to Do you want us to 
go and pull them up?go and pull them up? ’’”” (NIV)(NIV)



FALSE BELIEVERS AMONG US

Matthew 13:29Matthew 13:29 --30, 30, ““ ‘‘No,No,’’ he answered, he answered, 
‘‘because while you are pulling the weeds, because while you are pulling the weeds, 
you may root up the wheat with them. Let you may root up the wheat with them. Let 
both grow together until the harvest. At that both grow together until the harvest. At that 
time I will tell the harvesters: First collect time I will tell the harvesters: First collect 
the weeds and tie them in bundles to be the weeds and tie them in bundles to be 
burned; then gather the wheat and bring it burned; then gather the wheat and bring it 
into my barn.into my barn. ’’”” (NIV)(NIV)



FALSE BELIEVERS AMONG US
Matthew 25:31Matthew 25:31 --33, 33, ““ When the Son of Man When the Son of Man 
comes in His glory, and all the angels with comes in His glory, and all the angels with 
Him, He will sit on His throne in heavenly Him, He will sit on His throne in heavenly 
glory. All the nations will be gathered glory. All the nations will be gathered 
before Him, and He will separate the people before Him, and He will separate the people 
one from another as a shepherd separates one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats. He will put the the sheep from the goats. He will put the 
sheep on His right and the goats on His sheep on His right and the goats on His 
left.left. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



FALSE BELIEVERS AMONG US

Matthew 25:41, “Then He will say 
to those on His left, ‘Depart from 
Me, you who are cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels. ’” (NIV) 



FALSE BELIEVERS AMONG US
2 Peter 2:1, 2 Peter 2:1, ““ There were also false There were also false 
prophets among the people, just as prophets among the people, just as 
there will be false teachers among there will be false teachers among 
you. They will secretly introduce you. They will secretly introduce 
destructive heresies, even denying the destructive heresies, even denying the 
sovereign Lord who bought them sovereign Lord who bought them ——
bringing swift destruction on bringing swift destruction on 
themselves.themselves. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



FALSE BELIEVERS AMONG US

1 Timothy 4:11 Timothy 4:1 --2, 2, ““ The Spirit clearly says The Spirit clearly says 
that in later times some will abandon that in later times some will abandon 
the faith and follow deceiving spirits the faith and follow deceiving spirits 
and things taught by demons. Such and things taught by demons. Such 
teachings come through hypocritical teachings come through hypocritical 
liars, whose consciences have been liars, whose consciences have been 
seared as with a hot iron.seared as with a hot iron. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



IIdentifyingdentifying false believersfalse believers

•Proclaim Christ without 
personally repenting of sin

•Proclaim Christ only for personal 
pleasure, now

•Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5
•Simon the Sorcerer in Acts 8



DDealingealing with false believerswith false believers

PPatienceatience

Acts 16:18a, “She kept this up for 
many days. Finally Paul . . .” (NIV)



DDealingealing with false believerswith false believers

PPatienceatience

Jesus said in Matthew 7:15Jesus said in Matthew 7:15 --16, 16, ““ Watch Watch 
out for false prophets. They come to you out for false prophets. They come to you 
in sheepin sheep ’’s clothing, but inwardly they are s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will 
recognize them.recognize them. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



DDealingealing with false believerswith false believers

CConfrontationonfrontation

Matthew 7:1, Matthew 7:1, ““ Do not judge, or Do not judge, or you you 
too will be judged.too will be judged. ”” (NIV)(NIV)

Matthew 7:6, Matthew 7:6, ““ Do not give dogs Do not give dogs 
what is sacred; do not throw your what is sacred; do not throw your 
pearls to pigs.pearls to pigs. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



DDealingealing with false believerswith false believers

CConfrontationonfrontation

Dogs return to vomitDogs return to vomit

Pigs return to mudPigs return to mud



DDealingealing with false believerswith false believers

CConfrontationonfrontation

1 John 4:1, 1 John 4:1, ““ Dear friends, do not believe Dear friends, do not believe 
every spirit, but test the spirits to see every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, because whether they are from God, because 
many false prophets have gone out into many false prophets have gone out into 
the world.the world. ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Paul confronted the true problemPaul confronted the true problem

Acts 16:18, Acts 16:18, ““ Finally Paul Finally Paul 
became so troubled that became so troubled that 
he turned around and said he turned around and said 
to the spirit . . .to the spirit . . . ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Confrontation Confrontation with Compassionwith Compassion !!

Acts 16:18, Acts 16:18, ““ Finally Paul Finally Paul 
became so became so troubledtroubled that that 
he turned around and said he turned around and said 
to the spirit . . .to the spirit . . . ”” (NIV)(NIV)



Confrontation Confrontation with Compassionwith Compassion !!

Troubled about the evil spiritTroubled about the evil spirit

Troubled about the girl being Troubled about the girl being 
abusedabused



Confrontation Confrontation with Compassionwith Compassion !!

James 5:20, James 5:20, ““ He who turns a He who turns a 
sinner from the error of his way sinner from the error of his way 
will save his soul from death will save his soul from death 
and will cover a multitude of and will cover a multitude of 
sins.sins. ”” (NASU)(NASU)



Does your heart break for Does your heart break for 
those in sin?those in sin?

Matthew 7 Jesus says to look Matthew 7 Jesus says to look 
at ourselves before looking at ourselves before looking 

at others.at others.



2 Corinthians 13:5, 2 Corinthians 13:5, ““ Examine Examine 
yourselves to see if your faith yourselves to see if your faith 
is genuine. Test yourselves. is genuine. Test yourselves. 
Surely you know that Jesus Surely you know that Jesus 
Christ is among you; if not, Christ is among you; if not, 
you have failed the test of you have failed the test of 
genuine faith.genuine faith. ”” (NLT)(NLT)



Romans 8:9, Romans 8:9, ““ Those who do Those who do 
not have the Spirit of Christ not have the Spirit of Christ 
living in them do not belong living in them do not belong 
to him at all.to him at all. ”” (NLT)(NLT)



Galatians 5:22Galatians 5:22 --23, 23, ““ The Holy The Holy 
Spirit produces this kind of fruit Spirit produces this kind of fruit 
in our lives: love, joy, peace, in our lives: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and faithfulness, gentleness, and 
selfself --control.control. ”” (NLT)(NLT)


